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DISPARITY BETWEEN 
THEORY AND PRACTICE 


In a Speech to the National-Socialist Reichstag on 
May 17th, 1933, Hitler thus defined his attitude to the 
problem of Germanization: 

‘Our National-Socialism is a principle which, being a 
general conception, imposes on us the obligations of 
principle and general obligations also. Attached by a 
boundless love and loyalty to our own people (Volkstum) 
we respect also the national rights of other peoples in 
virtue of the same state of spirit, and from the bottom 
of our hearts we wish to live with them in peace and 
good friendship. That is why we no longer recognize 
the principle of Germanization. The mentality of the 
last century, which thought it possible perhaps to make 
Germans of Poles and French, is foreign to us. For this 
reason also we are passionately opposed to any converse 
tendency.” (Polish White Book, Hutchinson, p. 14.) 

In a speech to the Reichstag on May 21st, 1935, Hitler 
repeated this assertion in different words. He said: 

““. .. We have neither the desire nor the intention of 
robbing the elements of the foreign population of their 
national character, their language or their culture, in 
order to impose on them others which are German and 
foreign to them. We issue no instructions to Germanize 
names which are not German; on the contrary, we do not 
even wish to do so. . . . We no longer believe that in 
Europe during an epoch dominated by the nationality 
principle it is still possible to deprive peoples, whose 
national character is firmly fixed. of their national 
character.” (Ibid, p. 27.) 

These assertions seemed to be completely in harmony 
with the National-Socialist doctrine of the purity of 
German blood. But in practice they have proved to be 


3 


the emptiest of phrases, made in order to lu inter- 
national opinion, like others of Hitler’s solemn assur- 
ances, such as his desire to keep the peace, his having no 
further territorial pretensions, and his respect for the 
sovereign rights of other States. 


National-Socialist Germany had taken steps to 
Germanize other nations even before Hitler opened his 
campaigns for the military conguest of Europe. ‘The 
victims of these earlier attempts were the national 
minorities living within the bounds of Nazi Germany, 
in particular the Poles living in compact groups in 
Germany’s Eastern Provinces, such as East Prussia and 
Silesia. The machinery of the totalitarian state placed 
all who were not willing to submit to its regulations 
outside the law and outside all possibility of finding a 
means of livelihood. Polish students at German univer- 
sities were issued yellow identity cards, the same colour 
as those for Jews. The consequences need hardly be 
detailed. A Polish worker who was a German citizen 
could obtain work in Germany only on condition that 
he could produce an Arbeitsfront membership card, 
and membership of this organization was equivalent to 
a declaration of belief in German national views. 
Young Poles had to join the Hitlerjugend and the Bund 
Deutscher Mddel, this being their only means of getting 
work. The Reich law on inherited farms ( Erbhofgesetz) 
and the laws on the security of the Reich frontiers 
(Gesetz uber die Sicherung der Reichsgrenzen und wber 
Vergeltungsmassnahmen) also served as instruments for 
compelling Poles to renounce their nationality. 

Tens of thousands of Poles firmly resisted these 
measures, and in consequence found themselves attacked 
and defrauded in every way. The Central Council of the 
Alliance of Poles in Germany protested against these 
happenings. A resolution passed by this organization on 
January 8th, 1936, read: 

‘‘ Because they use the Polish tongue, even if only 
among their family circle, Poles have again and again 
been attacked by the Germans... 

“The writing of Polish Christian names and surnames 


in Polish orthography in civil acts and documents mecvts 
with strong objections on the authorities’ part. . 

“Polish place names continue to be replaced by Ger- 
man names. Polish prayers and Polish inscriptions on 
wayside shrines and crucifixes are removed. 

“Polish prayers in church are being more and more 
replaced by services in German. 

“‘ For openly confessing themselves of Polish nationality 
Poles have been insulted, attacked and beaten up, and 
very often have not been afforded the requisite protection 
by the police authorities.”’ 

It is not surprising that many Poles were unable to 
resist this oppression. Unfortunately, one can have no 
doubt as to the fate of those who did not renounce their 
Polish nationality, especially those who were the leaders 
of the Poles in Germany, and presented such memorials 
as the above to the Nazi Government. Their struggle 
not only for national rights, but even for tolerable con- 
ditions of existence was hard enough even in peace-time, 
when various departments of the Polish Government 
could afford them aid in more than one respect. It calls 
fer no great imagination to realize their fate since the 
outbreak of war, when military operations isolated Ger- 
many from the outer world and rendered all intervention 
on the part of Polish authorities out of the question. 

The Frankfurter Zettung of February 15th, 1943, 
gave the following details of the tragedy of one Pole: 


“ Berlin, 14th February (DNB). The Security police 
have traced a family of traitors belonging to the Polish 
minority in Germany and exterminated its members. 
After a son of the Polish family Leiss of Mo6rs (Rhine- 
land) went over to the enemy and by treason endangered 
the lives of many German soldiers, police investigations 
with his relatives revealed that this family has for years 
taken part in communistic work of destruction and 
enemy espionage. This persistent treason has_ been 
punished by the extirpation of the entire family parti- 
cipating in this conspiracy.” 

That is one case. But how many does the German 
Press pass over in silence? For there are hundreds of 
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Lhousands of Poles in the area of Germany as it was 
constituted in 1937. 


It became impossible to make any accurate estimate 
of the numbers of Poles in Germany based on German 
statistics because of the systematic falsification 
of those statistics by German officials whenever a popu- 
lation census was taken. Owing to lack of space we 
must confine ourselves to indicating two important Ger- 
man sources which pointed out such “inaccuracies.” In 
his article Die Fehlerquellen in der Statistik der 
Nationalitaten, published in Dr. P. Weber’s book Die 
Polen in Oberschlesien (Berlin, 1934), Prof. Dr. Ludwig 
Bernhard wrote of German official nationality statis- 
tics: 

“These figures, politically so important, are to-day in 
Germany completely unreliable.” 

F., Hiess in his Methodik der Volkszihkluny (Jena, 1931) 
also pointed out a number of inaccuracies which the 
German authorities permitted in determining the nation- 
ality of Reich citizens. This explains why in the same 
area of Germany (the Reich area in 1937) the popula- 
tion census of 1910 showed over 14 million Poles, 
whereas the census of 1925 showed only 802,000, 
though in the interval there had been no population dis- 
aster among the Poles in Germany; on the contrary, 
the Poles had always been distinguished in Germany by 
having the highest natural increase of any section of the 
population. So we have to turn to estimates as the only 
means of establishing the approximate number of Poles 
in the Reich. The important scientific periodical Sprawy 
Narodowosciowe, published in Warsaw before the war, 
in its issues Nr 4/5 of 1938, gave the following estimates 
of Poles in Germany : — 


East Prussia ...... wuasness §©O00;000 
Grenzmark Regency ....... cea 30,000 
Breslau Regency ............4.. 25,000 
Oppeln Regency .....-...<...--.4. $00,000 
Westphalia and Rhineland..... 100,000 
The rest of Germany ............ 40,000 
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This periodical did not attempt to fix the number of 
Poles in the Stettin province with any exactitude, only - 
saying that there were several tens of thousands of Poles* 
inthe area. The National Zeitung of Essen on Septem- 
ber lith, 1942, referred to the numerical position 
of Poles in Germany, recalling the times before 1914, 
when there were 1,400 Polish societies and associations 
active in the Ruhr alone. The K6lnische Zeitung of 
June 10th, 1942, discussing a brochure on Poles in West- 
phalia, written by Dr. E. Frank, indicated that before 
1914 close on 250,000 Poles lived in the Ruhr. = 

As the figures we have given show, the Germanization 
process in Germany proper affected hundreds of thou- 
sands of Poles. But there are hundreds of thou- 
sands of others who are suffering greatly for the? 
national attachment. 


THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE 
“DEUTSCHE VOLKSLISTE ” 


As soon as the occupation of Poland was completed 
the German occupying authorities embarked on a much 
vaster system of Germanization of land and _ people. 
Their initial efforts in this direction were directed pri- 
marily to the areas “ incorporated,” against all inter- 
national law, with the Reich. Close on 14 million Poles 
were evicted from these areas, and steps were taken to 
settle German colonists from the Reich or repatriated 
from the Baltic States, Bessarabia, the Bukovina, and 
the central and eastern areas of Poland in their place. 
The reduction in population effected by the deportation 
of the Poles was, however, only partially made good. For 
down to the end of 1942 the Germans had settled little 
more than half a million German colonists, while close on 
eight million people of pure Polish origin still remain in 
the areas. Thus the percentage of German population, 
including Germans who were Polish citizens down to 
1939, did not exceed 12 per cent. of the total population. 
It is not surprising that great numbers of empty shops 
and houses from which Poles have been evicted bear the 
notice: Sichergestelli fiir einen Frontkdmpfer. (Reserved 
for a Front Line Soldier.) A remarkable notice, when 
one bears in mind the mounting toll of death among the 
young Germans fallen in Africa, Russia or the Atlantic. 

The impossibility of Germanizing the “incorporated ”’ 
areas by settling German colonists in them led to the 
German authorities resorting to the old German method 
of Germanizing Poles themselves. In November, 1940. 
a communique was published throughout the German 
Press, e.g., in the Frankfurter, Zeitung for November 
25th, 1940, from which we quote: 
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“The Minister of the Interior has decreed that 
members of foreign nations living in Reich territory, 
and not being Poles, may have certificates to the effect 
that they do not belong to the Polish nation. The decree 
serves to clarify those cases in which regulations exist 
only for Poles and may, therefore, not be applied to 
members of other non-German nations, If other nations 
and tribes are to be affected by the regulation, then 
special instructions to that effect are necessary. The new 
decree reads: ‘There are represented in Eastern dis- 
tricts besides Poles also members of other foreign 
nations, e.g., Lithuanians, Great Russians, White Ruthe- 
nians, White Russians, Ukrainians and Czechs, The mixed 
population in the areas of Oppeln (Opole) and Kattowitz 
(Katowice), which has been for centuries greatly under 
German cultural influence, is not to be regarded as 
Polish. The population is not entirely composed of 
German elements. The same applies to a class of 
population living in the Reich province of Danzig-West- 
Prussia, which is of predominantly Polish descent, but 
tends to German nationality owing to mixed marriages 
and cultural influence. The Kashubans, in spite of the 
popular Slavonic language, are never to be treated as 
Poles. This is still more the case with Mazurians. 
Anybody belonging to these nationalities is, however, 
to be treated as a Pole, if he professes to be one, or has 
done so before the incorporation. To members of other 
foreign nations and tribes, other than the Poles, certifi- 
cates are to be issued by request, stating that they are 
not of Polish nationality. The lower administrative 
organs are authorized to do this, i.e., the sub-prefect 
(Landrat), the President of the Police, and the Mayor. 
In cases of doubt the Berlin representatives of the 
Nation or tribe in question must be consulted.”’ 

From the foregoing document it follows that the 
German authorities by administrative decree regarded 
as “‘Germans” the entire population of the whole of 
Polish Pomerania (now called Danzig-West Preussen) 
and the whole of Polish Silesia. Nor did they neglect 
to resort to the well-known pseudo-scientific German 
discrimination between the Kashubans and Mazurians. 
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(who speak Polish and regard themselves as Poles), and 
the rest of the Polish people, as tribes having no con- 
nection with the Polish nation as a whole. In the area 
known as the Wartheland (the province of Poznania 
and part of the provinces of Warsaw and Lodz) the 
Gauleiter Greiser issued a regulation in October, 1939, 
calling on all who wished to regard themselves as 
German either through origin or through family connec- 
tions, to register on the separate Deutsche Volksliste. 
Both Greiser’s regulation of October, 1939, and Frick’s 
decree of November permitted a voluntary declara- 
tion of German nationality. In neither case did the 
Polish inhabitants show any eagerness to avail them- 
Selves of these liberal possibilities of being included 
among the chosen nation. Chosen in the literal sense of 
the word, for from the first day of the occupation the 
Poles were treated as second-class citizens, and deprived 
of all rights, while, on the other hand, the Germans had 
every privilege. 

Therefore the occupying authorities realized that 
they must resort to more severe methods and compel 
the people by direct pressure to declare themselves 
German, On March 4th, 1941, a decree was issued 
establishing the Deutsche Liste for Pomerania and 
Silesia also, and giving them all the authority of the 
State, and universally applicable in the Polish “ incor- 
porated ” areas. We quote extracts from this decree: 

“In accordance with the decree of the Fiihrer and 
Chancellor concerning the organization and administra- 


tion of the Eastern district, dated October 8th, 1939, 
the following orders are issued: 


SECTION [. 
““ DEUTSCHE VOLKSLISTE.” 
§ 1. 

4. A Deutsche Volkshste is being compiled in the 
incorporated districts of the East in order to register 
the German population. This register is divided into 
four parts. 

2. The detailed regulations governing the entry into 
the various groups of the German Volksliste are passed 
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by the Minister of the Interior in co-operation with the 
Reich Leader S.S., Reich Commissar for the Strengthen- 
ing of German Nationality. 

3. Only former Polish and former Danzig citizens are 
registered. According to the decree: 

a. Former Polish citizens are those who were Polish 
citizens on October 26th, or were deprived of nation- 
ality on that date, but had previously held Polish 
nationality or had been resident on October 26th, 1939, 
in the incorporated former Polish Eastern districts; . 

b. Former Danzig citizens are those who were Danzig 
citizens on September ist, 1939, or were deprived of 
nationality on that date, but had previously held Danzig 
citizenship or had been resident on September ist, 1939, 
in the former Free City of Danzig. 


§ 2. 

1. The Reich Governor controls the central office, the 
Regierungsprisident the district office and the lower 
administrative bodies branch offices of the German 
Volksiiste. 

2. The Reich Leader §.S., Reich Commissar for the 
Strengthening of German Nationality constitutes the 
highest authority on questions concerning nationality in 
the incorporated Eastern districts. Further instructions 
concerning composition and procedure are issued by 
Reich Leader S.S., Reich Commissar for the Strengthen- 
ing of German Nationality in co-operation with the 
Minister of the Interior. 


SECTION II. 
ACQUISITION OF GERMAN NATIONALITY. 
§ 3. 

Former Polish nationals who fulfil the conditions of 
registration in accordance with parts 1 and 2 obtain 
German citizenship, without regard to the day of their 
registration; with effect from October 26th, 1939. 

§ 4. 

Former Danzig citizens receive German nationality 
without registration in the German Volksliste with effect 
from September ist, 1939, provided the district office of 
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the Regierungsprdsident does not state by December 31st, 
1941, that they do not fulfil the conditions for registra- 
tion in parts 1 and 2 of the German Volksliste. 

§ 5. 

Former Polish nationals or Danzig citizens who are 
registered in part 3 of the German Volksliste obtain 
German nationality (Staatsangehdrigkeit) by naturali- 
zation. 

§ 6. 

1. Former Polish nationals or Danzig citizens who are 
registered in part 4 of the German Volksliste obtain 
German nationality by naturalization, but subject to 
revision. 

2. German nationality by naturalization subject to 
revision is also granted to those former Polish nationals 
or Danzig citizens specially designated by the regulations 
of the Reich Leader S.S., Reich Commissar for the 
Strengthening of German Nationality. 

3. The acquisition of German nationality can only be 
cancelled within a period of ten years after naturalization. 
The cancellation is effected by the Reich Minister of the 
Interior in agreement with the Reich Leader S.S., Reich 
Commissar for the Strengthening of German Nationality, 
or the officials instructed by them. In cases of cancella- - 
tion German nationality is forfeited on the receipt or 
public notification of the act of cancellation. 

§ 7. 

Former nationals or Danzig citizens who do not 
possess German nationality according to §§ 3-6 or forfeit 
it by cancellation, are under the protection of the German 
Reich. Condition for protection is residence within the 
country. ‘The privilege of protection is lost when resi- 
dence is taken up abroad. The General Gouvernement 
is not regarded as within the country according to this 
regulation. 

Berlin, March 4th, 1941. 

The Reich Minister of the Interior: Frick. 

The Deputy of the Fuhrer: R. Hess. 

The Reich Leader 8.S., Reich Commissar for 
the Strengthening of German Nationality: 
H. Himmler.” 
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Thus the question of the Deutsche Volksliste was 
linked up not only with a registration of nationalities, 
but also with the granting of German State membership 
(Staatsangehorigkeit) or Reich citizenship (Reichs- 
birgerschaft), In German civil] law (Reichsbiirger- 
gesetz, 15.9.1935, and Erste Verordnung zum Reichs- 
biirgergesetz, 14.11.1935) these two latter con- 
ceptions are not identical: the first simply connotes 
State membership, the second is bound up with the 
granting of all the rights of a Reich citizen to any person 
possessing State membership. Poles were regarded 4s 
unworthy to possess either the first or, even less, the 
second privilege. ‘The degree of March 4th 1941, 
recognized them as “persons subject to the protection 
of the German State” (Schutzangchorige). 

The fact that the direct oversight of all this activity 
is entrusted to the Head of the S.S. and Gestapo, 
Himmler, speaks for itself, and we need not discuss this 
association of competences. 

Immediately after the issue of the above-quoted decree 
of March 4th, 1941, and the setting up of the executive 
organs involved (on March 13th, 1941), the Gestapo and 
the police intensified their pressure on the people to report 
to the commission established for the purpose. Frick’s 
decree of 1940 even made it unnecessary for inhabitants 
of Pomerania and Silesia to prove that they had had 
German forbears. They were Officially recognized as 
Germans. In Poznania and the parts of the Warsaw and 
Lodz provinces included in the Wartheland, registration 
on the Deutsche Volksliste seemed ostensibly to be 
accompanied by a more rigorous investigation of the 
given applicant’s connections with Germanism. But only 
ostensibly. For Himmler and his assistants had set 
themselves the task of extracting as large a number of 
“Germans” as possible from the mass of the Polish 
community. 

While innumerable propaganda articles in the German 
Press repeated the assurance that the Deutsche Volksliste 
was not intended as a means of Germanizing Poles, news 
began to arrive from Poland that Poles of pure Polish 
origin were being terrorized in order to force them to 
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declare themselves German. The disparity between 
theory and practice was now only too obvious. To over- 
come this disharmony between the practice and the 
theory of German blood purity, a disharmony which 
even Germans must have observed, Himmler initiated 
propaganda to establish the conception deutschstdémmig 
(of German stock) side by side with the conception 
deutschblitig (of German blood). 


Ostdeutscher Beobachter of September 21st, 1941, 
wrote: 

““ Official quarters state: 

“Opinions are decidedly divided on the notion of 
‘German stock.’ This is a terminology which does not 
come to us from the past, but has been formed in the 
present. The term ‘of German stock’ is in no way con- 
nected with the popular expression ‘of German blood.’ 
German blood must be certified by every citizen when 
entering the party, its branches, or contracting a mar- 
riage. A certificate testifying German blood reveals that 
the applicant is free of Jewish or alien blood composition 
(the Nuremberg law). If German blood has been proved, 
this solely refers to a lack of foreign racial influence 
(extra European, Semitic, Tartar, Mongolian) but not to 
a lack of foreign national influence. 


“The term ‘of German stock’ has only come into 
being after the growth and development of the German 
Volksliste, thus it only refers to questions of national 
classification and descent as contained in the decrees on 
the opening of a Deutsche Volkshste and the granting of 
German citizenship in the incorporated Eastern areas, 
dated March 4th, 1941, and in their executive regulation 
dated March 13th, 1941. 

“The term ‘of German stock’ is intended to differen- 
tiate between the people of German descent and those of 
foreign descent without regard to their nationality 
hitherto or formerly, and to classify them in the nation 
from which they descend .. .” 


Day in and day out the German newspapers mentioned 
the obligation for candidates to report as “ Germans”. 
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Here are a couple of official proclamations: 

“People residing in the City of Posen (Poznan) on 
December list, 1939, and in a position to give documen- 
tary evidence of their German descent must appear 
every day from September 20th-30th, 1941, at the pre- 
scribed times in the Branch Office of the German Volks- 
liste, City of Posen... between the hours of 7 a.m. and 
noon. 


‘“‘ German descent must be proved by the personal birth 
certificate, as well as the marriage certificates of the 
parents and both grand-parents. (In certain cases the 
birth certificates of the parents and grand-parents may 
suffice.) In the case of married couples the documents 
mentioned above as well as the marriage certificate may 
be produced for the husband or wife, as the case may be, 
as the registration of only one marriage partner in the 
Deutsche Volksliste in principle may not occur. 

“The applicant must be authenticated by a photo- 
graph (also from the Polish times!) and a police regis- 
tration. Simultaneously two pass pictures must be 
produced. 

“For children also, including those of 14 years of 
age, the birth certificate must be brought. 

“Without the above documents no questionnaires will 
be issued. 

“Tt is also stressed that without the above-mentioned 
documents no previous application will receive consider- 
ation. 

“ Applications will be attended to according to initial 
letters between 7 a.m. and noon on the following days: 


A—D—September 22nd, 1941. 

E—J—September 23rd, 1941. 

K——M—September 24th, 1941. 

N—Q—September 25th, 1941. 

R—Sch—September 26th, 1941. 

St—V—September 27th, 1941. 

W—Z—September 29th, 1941. 

“It is stressed emphatically that in principle people 
of Polish nationality are not on the Deutsche Volksliste 
(exceptions are only made in the case of persons living 
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in mixed marriage with German nationals or, in special 
circumstances, with people of German stock). 


*“ Notifications will not be accepted after October 5th. 
On this date the City of Posen Branch of the German 
Volksliste finally terminates the recovery of German 
nationals and those of German stock. 

“Posen, September 12th, 1941. 

“The Burgomaster of the City of Posen. 
“By Order. 
“Signed, Dr. STRICKNER.”’ 

The second is even more revealing than the first. 

It is a particularly interesting proclamation by the 


Gauleiter of Silesia, published in the Kattowitzer Zei- 
tung for March 8th, 1942: 


“Upper Silesians! 

“In spite of the difficulties caused by the present 
circumstances, I intend to bring about a clarification of 
the national status of each individual in our district 
(Gau) as guickly as possible. 


}. 


“Therefore, I request all those who believe then- 
selves to be in a position to apply for registration on the 
Deutsche Volksliste to return their application imme- 
diately. For.that purpose the prescribed question- 
naires must be obtained during the office hours of the 
Local Group of the National Socialist Party of the City 
of Kattowitz (Katowice) and be returned there duly 
completed. 


“The final date for the return of the applications is 
herewith fixed as March 31st, 1942. 


“This date can only be postponed for those who have 
been called up to join the armed forces, Organisation 
Todt, or people with war service obligations, or for those 
who owing to other weighty circumstances live outside 
the area and are, therefore, unable to return the applica- 
tion by March 31st. 


“Those who do not return the application by that 
date, plainly disclaim admittance to the German 
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national community and must be fully aware of the fact 
that they will be treated in future as non-Germans. 


II. 


“ Out of this equality of mghts with all other Germans 
there naturally results for you all those duties the 
fulfilment of which is a matter of course for every 
German. I expect you to pull your full weight at what- 
ever task has been allotted to you, as peasant, labourer, 
craftsman or any other profession. If the Fuhrer has 
called your sons to military service, I expect them to 
fulfil this greatest and holiest obligation of a German, 
in the same way as all your other German brothers in 
the Greater German Reich. 

“T expect all those among you who are not yet fully 
conversant with German. to remedy this shortcoming 
as quickly as possible. 

“Likewise I demand that you abstain from any 
unnecessary intercourse and all connections with those 
not entered in the Deutsche Volkshste. 

“German Citizens, it is now for you to show your- 
selves worthy of, and grateful for, the blood shed by 
our soldiers, by demonstrating diligence, pure-minded- 
ness and unflinching faith in the Fuhrer. 

‘“‘ Kattowitz, February 19th, 1942. 

“Signed, BRACHT, 
“‘Gauleiter and Oberprasident." 


This proclamation indicates unequivocally that: 


1. The German authorities considered it necessary to 
threaten the Polish population with the consequences of 
failing to register on the Deutsche Volksliste. This is 
implied in the words: “ will be treated in future as non- 
Germans.” 2 

2. The German authorities are compelling the Polish 
population in the occupied areas to take part in the 
army and in paramilitary formations (i.e., ‘‘ people with 
war service obligations’”’; “if the Fiihrer has called 
your sons to military service. . .’’) 


3. By means of represSive regulations the German 
authorities are breaking up the Polish community, by 





attempting to inculcate distrust between those com- 
pelled to register on the Deutsche Volksliste and those 
who have managed to avoid registration (“I demand 
that you abstain from any connection with those not 
entered in the German Volksliste ”’). 

A second decree on the Deutsche Volksliste, published 
on January 31st, 1942, made no fundamental change in 
the decisions of the first decree. But it contains certain 
small modifications (for instance, the shortening of the 
period of granting “state membership” on _ trial) 
with the object of giving the people still more 
encouragement to declare themselves German. Of its 
more essential postulates one may mention article 7, 
which lays down that neither Jews nor Gypsies can have 
the benefit of Reich protection, so they cannot have 
the honour of the _ title Schutzangehdrige des 
deutschen KReiches (under protection of the German 
Reich). 
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THE THEORY OF GERMANIZATION 


The entire procedure of forcing Polish citizens in the 
occupied areas into membership of the German State 
is, of course, completely contrary to the fundamental 
principles of international law (the Hague Convention 
of 1907, especially articles 43, 45 and 46 of section 
three). But it is important to consider why, in deciding 
to act contrary to international law, the Germans chose 
this indirect method. For, with all the powers cf 
government in their hands, they could have proclaimed 
that all the inhabitants of the Western provinces belonged 
to the Reich State and therefore were Germans, on the 
very first day of the occupation or on the first day of 
the illegal incorporation of the western provinces in 
the Reich. Frick’s decree of November, 1940, directed 
against the Polish nationality of the inhabitants of 
Pomerania and Silesia, is a clear example of the methods 
which the German occupant authorities could have 
chosen in order to pursue their Germanizing policy. 

There are two reasons why the Germans did not take 
this apparently simplest way after 1939. The first is 
bound up with the same reasons which disposed Hitler, 
despite his possession of absolute power, to organize 
referendums from time to time in regard to strictly 
defined subjects. He was anxious to get at least the 
_ ostensible support of the German masses. It is fair to 
assume that Hitler also toyed with the idea of organizing 
a plebiscite in the incorporated areas of Poland, in order 
to demonstrate the “huge” proportion of the German 
minority, in accordance with the long-stated views of 
German expert opinion. Having had a demonstration on 
the spot of the strength of the Polish element and the 
insignificance of the German minority, the German 
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authorities gave up this original plan. The place of the 
plebiscite was taken by forced registration on the 
Deutsche Volksliste, which was to “ justify ’’ Germany’s 
right to Poland’s Western provinces. 

The second reason is closely bound up with the posi- 
tion reached in German scientific and public opinion in 
the discussion of Germanization. The first World War 
and its results, the territorial carving up of Germany, 
was regarded by very many Germans as demonstrating 
the bankruptcy of the policy of State assimilation of 
Poles. Compelling Poles to talk German had not made 
Germans of them. Changing the spelling and sound of 
Polish names to German spelling and sound had not 
increased the membership of the German nation. Com- 
pelling Poles directly dependent on the Prussian Govern- 
ment to declare themselves German had not modified the 
national characteristics of purely Polish areas. In his 
study, Germanizing Prussian Poland (New York, 1941), 
Richard Wonser Tims wrote: 

“While discerning publicists like Hans Delbriick were 
vainly trying to point out that a language forced upon 
a strong ad self-conscious national minority can never 
help to as: imilate it, Tiedemann [one of the leaders of 
the Germ:n anti-Polish movement before 1914.—Ed. 
note] was repeating the essentially meaningless slogan: 
‘Nationality follows language!’ as an argument for 
eliminating Polish from every department of civil life. 
One is tempted to suspect that the real impulse behind 
this slogan was not so much a belief in the efficacy 
of such Germanization as it was the unconscious need, 
on the part of the patriots themselves, for satisfying 
their ‘fatherland complex” by making the German 
language prevail, however superficially, as a symbol] of 
German might ”’ (p. 101). 

Germany’s military defeat in 1918 at once swept away 
this superficial German veneer. In Mein Kampf Hitler 
charged the Germanizing methods of the Second Reich 
with being half-hearted. The investigators of the new 
German Volkstumslehre began to recommend not the 
Germanization of foreigners, but the tracing out of 
German blood and the return to the German nation of 
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people of ‘German blood’? who had been assimilated 
by foreign nations. Novels by P. Zége von Manteuffel 
(Halbblut, 1928) by Wilhelm Pleyer (Der Puchner, 1934)- 
—Bruno Brehm (Die Grenze mitten durch das Herz, 
1938) and Karl von Mé6ller (Die Lothringerin, 1942) 
discussed this problem in a literary form. The 
former followers of Tiedemann and his Polonophobe com- 
rades organized in the Bund dcutscher Osten and around 
the periodical Ostland themselves began to call for a 
change from the old methods, which promised to yield 
no results whatever. . 

Side by side with the blood theory, completely taken 
over in National-Socialist doctrine, Darre put forward 
a theory for the extension of the range of the German 
nation by colonization (Blut v»yd Boden). While it is 
true that in advocating this theory Darre harked back 
to the times of Bismarck, to the period of settlement 
under the so-called Colonization Commission, theoreti- 
cally he rejected all the other Germanizing methods 
adopted during the Second Reich, as not In ac- 
cordance with the Nazi dogma of the purity of German 
blood. 

That was the position with regard to theory before 
1939. But what has been the practice? Germany lacks 
people for any large-scale colonization. The tracing out 
of German blood is not of much use. The bonds of blood . 
as conceived in the German doctrine are much weaker 
than the bonds of culture and genuine fusion with 
national tradition. In Poland there are many Polish 
families of German origin. Some have lived in Poland 
for centuries, others for decades. They have succumbed 
to the attraction of Polish culture. They regard them- 
selves as so completely bound up with the fate of the 
Polish nation, that even now, under the German occupa- 
tion, they frequently choose the concentration camp and 
death rather than renunciation of their Polish nationality 
and sentiment. For that matter, the same thing is to 
be observed in Alsace and Lorraine, and undoubtedly the 
same thing would happen in Great Britain, if that 
country were so unfortunate as to come under German 
occupation. The blood doctrine proves to be just as 
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false as the basic assumptions of the Second Reich 
Germanization plans. 

So the Deutsche Volksliste, based on the assumption 
that kinship with the German nation “lost” to that 
nation through assimilation with the Polish nation can 
be recovered, would be a completely abortive scheme, if 
it were not for the element of coercion. 
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FANATICISM AND ‘TERROR 


In 1942 a hospital in Great Britain needed to make a 
blood transfusion in order to save a German officer 
prisoner’s life. The German refused to agree to a trans- 
fusion of British blood. He died. That is a small 
example of the fanaticism which dominates the young 
followers of National-Socialist doctrines. The German 
authorities in Poland explain to these fanatics of false 
dogmas that their task is to win out of the Polish mass 
the people (Taubdeutsche, or deaf Germans they are 
called) who have the very least drop of German blood 
in their veins. Not one drop of that blood must be lost. 
All resistance must be broken. The fanatic who is ready 
to die for the blood doctrine is all the more ready to act 
in accordance with that doctrine. 

The S.S., Gestapo and German police are not, of 
course, only composed of fanatical adherents of 
National-Socialist ideas. In these organizations there 
are too many adventurers and people of degenerate 
morals for them to lack energy and inventive power to 
carry through any order given, even the most brutal. 
They do their utmost to see that these “ restored ’’ Ger- 
mans are as numerous as possible, though not one drop 
of blood has flowed in any of their forbears’ veins. 

Methods applied have been summed up in the follow- 
ing words in the German emigré paper published in 
London, Die Zeitung, of April 21st, 1941: 

“The terror against the internal political enemies of 
the Nazi regime began in 1933 systematically and 
cruelly. It was above all the system, the almost 
scientific calculation of effect, which shocked more than 
did the brutality of the S.S. tortures. What the Ges- 
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tapo and the §.S. have learnt ‘to master’ in Germany 
is now applied in conquered lands. 


“None of the vanquished countries experiences such a 
deliberate and systematic torture as Poland. They are 
the Jews among the subjected nations. Brutality strikes 
the living and cold-blooded measures confront the 
coming generations which shall not see the light. Hus- 
bands are separated from their wives, and this enforced 
separation seems to be more than a war-time measure. 
No words are strong enough to express the disgust and 
shame felt by all Anti-fascist Germans at this degrada- 
tion—not of the Poles—but of the German people. 


“The premeditated callousness with which the Nazis 
undertake the destruction of the Polish nation becomes 
especially plain when we read in the sober language of 
decrees :‘If legal and administrative regulations con- 
tain special instructions for Poles, then these instruc- 
tions only apply to the Polish nation. The mixed popu- 
lation of the areas of Oppeln (Opole) and Kattowitz 
(Katowice) which has been for centuries under strong 
German cultural influence, is not to be regarded as 
Polish. The same applies to a section of the population 
of the Reichsgau Danzig-West Preussen, which is pre- 
dominantly of Polish descent but tends to German 
nationality. The Cashubans are on no account to be 
treated as Poles, and certainly not the Mazurians. Mem- 
bers of other foreign nations and tribes, such as Lithu- 
anians, Great Russians, White Russians and Ukrainians, 
are to receive on application a certificate stating that 
they are not of Polish nationality.’ (Circular of the 
Minister of the Interior.) 

“We decide who is a Pole! Degradation, defamation 
and annexation: what will result from this crop?” 


The terror resorted to to compel Poles to register 
on the Deutsche Volksliste is not only direct, and applied 
against individuals or single families. The entire atmo- 
sphere in the “ incorporated”’ areas is one of oppres- 
sion. Poles are persecuted above all in legal regards. 
As they are only entitled to be considered as Schutzan- 
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gehorige des deutschen Reiches, they are completely at 
the mercy of the police. Nothing could indicate their 
position better than the special law for Poles and Jews 
issued on December 4th, 1941 (Reichsgesetzblatt 1, 
1941, p. 759). We cite a few sections of this law: 


“The Cabinet Council for the Defence of the Reich 
decrees with legal force: 


“1. PRACTICAL PENAL LAw. 
I. 

“1. Poles and Jews in the incorporated Eastern 
areas must behave in accordance with the German laws 
and the regulations made for them by the German 
authorities. They must abstain from anything that 
might harm the Sovereignty of the German Reich or the 
Authority of the German nation. 

“2. They will be condemned to death if they perform 
an act of violence against a German for his adherence to 
German nationality. 

‘3. They will be condemned to death—in less serious 
cases to penal servitude—for revealing by odious or in- 
flammatory acts a spirit hostile to Germany, especially by 
making hostile statements, tearing down or defacing 
public notices of German authorities or offices, or by de- 
tracting from or injuring the Authority or Weal of the 
German Reich or the German People by their behaviour. 


TEE. 


“1. Punishments meted out to Poles and Jews are im- 
prisonment, fines or confiscation of property. Imprison- 
ment is punitive camp for a period from three months 
to ten years. In serious cases it is an intensified puni- 
tive camp for a period of between two and fifteen years. 


‘“‘2. The death penalty will be exacted where it is indi- 
cated by law. Also in cases where not specifically pro- 
vided the death penalty will be enforced, where the deed 
reveals an especially low mentality or is especially 
serious for other reasons; in such _ cases the death 
penalty is also permissible against juvenile criminals. 
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“3. The shortest period of punishment provided in 
German criminal] law, or the prescribed punishment, may 
never be reduced, provided that the crime is not en- 
acted against the nationality of the criminal. 

“4. In cases where a fine cannot be extracted, then im- 
prisonment of from one week to one year will be imposed. 
V1. 

‘““1. Every sentence is immediately to be executed; the 
public prosecutor can, however, appeal to the Court of 
Appeal against the sentence of the magistrate. The 
period of appeal covers two weeks. 

“2. The right of complaint is also reserved solely for 
the public prosecutor; the Court of Appeal decides on 
the complaint. 

Vil. 

“Poles and Jews cannot object to a German Judge on 
grounds of bias. 

IX. 

“Poles and Jews are not put on oath as witnesses; 
following untrue or false evidence before the court the 
regulations concerning perjury are, of course, applicable. 


XI. 

“Poles and Jews can take neither civil action nor co- 
action. 

XII. 

“The Court and Public Prosecution outline the pro- 
ceedings on the basis of the German Criminal Law 
according to their own discretion. They may diverge 
from the regulations of Legal Procedure and the Reich 
Criminal Code, if this serves the quick and vigorous exe- 
cution of the proceedings. 

“Berlin, December 4th, 1941. 

“The President of the Cabinet Council for the 
Defence of the Reich: Goring, Reich 
Marshal. 

““ Attorney-General for the Reich Administra- 
tion: Frick. 

“Reich Minister and Chief of the Reich Chan- 
cellory: Dr. Lammers.” 
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Polish representatives have already had mnumerable 
occasions for telling the world of the persecution cf 
Poles in other spheres of existence. Poles are excluded* 
from the regulations for labour protection. The wages 
paid them are much below the average German wage. 
They are not entitled to possess either real estate, or 
any other form of property, apart from personal 
articles. They live isolated from all cultural opportuni- 
ties. They may not read Polish books, nor talk Polish 
in public. They are restricted in their freedom to 
contract marriages. ‘They receive much lower rations 
than those of Germans. All this goes to create an atmo- 
sphere in which only the strongest of characters can 
resist for any length of time the temptation to register 
on the Deutsche Volksliste, for such registration at 
once opens the way to improvement of conditions cf 
existence by their emergence from the class of com- 
pletely inferior citizens. 

It must not be thought that registration on the 
Deutsche Volksliste connotes complete escape from the 
hell of the German occupation. The Basler Nachrichten, 
of April 13th, 1942, rightly summed up the situation 
in the following words: 

“The Poles living in the old Reich are already obliged 
to wear certain distinguishing marks, similar to the 
Jews. Everywhere under German domination they are 
subject to a special criminal code which exacts intensi- 
fied punishment in special camps in which, according 
to the decrees of the Reich Ministry of Justice, cf 
January this year, there exist longer working hours 
than in German penitentiaries, no remuneration for 
work, but harsher disciplinary measures. The punished 
Pole is subject to other laws affecting his employment, 
laws which bind him to his place of work more than 
they do a German. The list of legal differences could 
be considerably enlarged. To remain a Pole voluntarily 
within the new Reich territory cannot, therefore, be an 
easy decision. He who wishes to adopt German nation- 
ality has, however, not passed all the tests with his 
registration on the Deutsche Volkshste. He then has 
to be properly educated, so that, according to 
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Forster, “he comes up to standard with regard to his 
philosophy of life and his character.” The National 
Socialist Party and all its branches, especially the Hitler 
Youth and Women’s organizations, have to regard as 
their chief task the ‘“‘ recovery ” of those registered on 
the Volksliste; every official in the district must lead the 
others like a “fanatical champion for German 
nationality.” 

Children are torn away from their parents and sent 
to be “ re-educated”’ in Germany, and many of them 
have never returned. The majority of those compelled 
to register on the Deutsche Volksliste do not know 
German. These are forced to attend German language 
classes. At these classes everything is done to insult 
- national Polish sentiment, to slander the Polish nation, 
to decry Polish culture. 

At the same time all the legal traces of the connec- 
tion of these persons with Polish nationality are 
destroyed by the alteration of documents in the civil 
administrations. The following note from the Neues 
Wiener Tageblatt, of October 2nd, 1941, calls for no 
commentary: 

“As ali entries in the registry office of Posen were 
in Polish times made in the Polish language, and as 
these entries are continually in use by the authorities 
and party offices, the administration of this provincial 
city began some time ago to have the entries translated 
into German. The intention is to achieve an unbroken 
“sequence of all entries from the German times before 
the Great War. It is estimated that to achieve this end 
approximately 125,000 separate translations will be 
required. The work will take several years.” 

This is being done in Poznan, but it is also being done 
all over the Polish areas illegally incorporated in the 
Reich. The German administration sticks at nothing 
in its fury for the Germanization of human beings. We 
again call upon a German voice to speak for the 
Germans themselves. The K6lnische Zeitung, of 
February &th, 1942, wrote as follows of the conditions 
in Danzig and Pomerania: 

“When a few weeks after the outbreak of the war the 
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Fiihrer stayed in Danzig, he gave us the message to 
Germanize the new province of Danzig-West Preussen 
completely in ten years. That was the goal now* 
initiated. Work of nationalization, the importance of 
which is not always recognized sufficiently in the Reich, 
because the majority of people cannot clearly visualize 
the population conditions prevalent in the East. In a 
statement published on February 7th in the Press of the 
Reich province, Gauleiter Forster has outlined the 
principles on which we proceed in our work of nationali- 
zation. . 

“The Gauleiter clearly states: ‘ Not before the last 
man, woman and child has become German in this pro- 
vince can we say that the country has been won back to 
German nationality.’ Simultaneously with the occupa- 
tion of the former Polish territory the spiritual leaders 
of Polish nationality, the actual exponents of Polonisa- 
tion, the priests, teachers and nobles, the Polish intelli- 
gentsia in general was removed. The majority of the 
population were without character or independent 
opinion, To influence and lead this population accord- 
ing to German ideas was the task of the Party which had 
accepted responsibility for the entire work of nationali- 
zation. It is of essential importance that the Germans 
who are, unfortunately, in the minority, should be them- 
selves ‘up to standard.’ Every individual German, 
especially the officials transferred from the Reich, 
should regard himself as an active champion of German 
nationality and act accordingly. They should not—as 
has frequently been the case in the past—stand aside 
indifferently. The influence of the Party should be felt 
in the last house in order to prevent anybody gained for 
German nationality, and entered in the Volksiliste, 
becoming again a backslider. Of special importance in 
this respect is the service of the women, as by the 
education of the young the mothers influence the future 
of the country most decisively.” 

The arguments used by the German newspaper 
unequivocally confirm the following: 

1. The Germans in Pomerania (to-day the Danzig- 
West Preussen province) are in the minority. 
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2. With a view to their Germanization the Polish 
population has been deprived of its leaders. 

3. The Germans recognize that Germanization calls 
for effort and watchfulness. Objectively stated, this is 
an admission of the resort to compulsion. 

Of course there is no lack of expression of indigna- 
tion in the German Press at the very suggestion that 
the registration of Poles on the Deutsche Volkshste is 
tolerated. Often examples are even given of a case or 
two where applications for acceptance on the Volkslste 
have been rejected. This is done in order to allay the 
alarms of the theoreticians of German Volkstumslehre, 
or in order to lend more credibility to the results of the 
national census thus being made. Such exceptions are 
comparable with that insignificant percentage of 
antagonistic votes always reported in all the Nazi 
plebiscites and referenda. Not 100 per cent., but 93.5 
per cent., in order to make this “ will of the people” 
sound more probable to the outside world. 


Su 


THE EFFECTS OF THE 
GERMANIZATION POLICY IN THE 
“ INCORPORATED ” AREAS 


It is impossible for anyone in Great Britain studying 
these questions to make any numerical estimate of the 
effects of Nazi Germanization. All calculations are com- 
licated, not only by the fact that certain essential statis- 
tics are not available. The area covered by the new 
German provinces is not co-terminous with that of the 
former Polish administrative divisions. The Germaniza- 
tion action is still in course of development, and so far 
the Germans have not published its results, even in sum- 
marized form. 

According to Polish estimates, in the “ incorporated ”’ 
areas the numerical relation of Poles to Germans was as 
follows (Concise Statistical Yearbook of Poland, 
London, 1941): 


Poles . 9,221,000 ... 87.2 per cent. 
Germans... 653,000 ... 6.2 per cent. 


We have already mentioned that this relationship has 
been changed as the result of the deportation of Poles 
from the area and the settlement of Germans repatriated 
from the East or brought from Germany. But there has 
been no change whatever in the fact that in these areas 
the Germans are still a small minority. 

The decree on the Deutsche Volksliste and _ the 
Subsequent executive regulations passed through a 
definite development from rigorous criteria for accep- 
tance of registration to a broad interpretation of 
qualifications, which allowed even Poles to register. But 
there was no modification in the position that in fact 
freedom of decision remained solely with the German 
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authorities. The development in the direction of 
modifying the conditions of registration simply marked 
the course of Himmler’s and his fellows’ disillusionment 
with the number of applicants for registration. The 
decrees governing the Deutsche Volksliste provided for 
various categories of registration. The first category 
consisted of all who, in the view of the commission, were 
undoubtedly German. The second category comprised 
people whom the commission recognized as having 
proved their kinship with Germans. The third category 
consisted of people who, in the words of Eugen Petrull 
of September 14th, 1941 (Ostdeutscher Beobachte) 
were classed as pure Polish (die rein polnisch einge- 
stellt sind). The second and third category are subjected 
to the special educational care of the National-Socialist 
party. 

Petrull’s frank avowal is not surprising to anyone 
who has studied the German Press on the subject. 
In addition to the conception of Taubdeutsche, 
the Germans also talk of “ fluid nationalities” (lebendes 
Volkstum.) The Danziger Neueste Nachrichten for 
February 28th, 1942, suggested that people who “ feel 
that they are German” should report for registration 
on the Deutsche Volksliste. Bracht, the Gauleiter of 
Silesia, has announced again and again that knowledge 
of German is not a condition of registration. The 
Kolnische Zeitung, of August 6th and 11th, 1942, stated 
that of course there were very many Poles on the 
Lists. The same journal reported that in Pomerania 
a Polish woman teacher was registered on the Deutsche 
Volksiiste, telling the commission that “ she wanted to 
try to become a German.” 

Figures for Poznania are entirely lacking. . The 
Miincher Neueste Nachrichten, of August 18th, 1942, 
gives some basis for a numerical estimate of the position 
in Pomerania, where there were not more than 191,000 
Germans altogether before 1939, this being some ten 
per cent. of the total population. Now apparently 
200,000 Germans in the area have been registered in the 
first category of the Deutsche Volksliste. In face of the 
terror the increase is insignificant. The comparison of 
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these two figures, 191,000 and 200,000, proves the 
exactitude of Polish nationality statistics. Some idea 
of the scale on which Poles are being terrorised into ° 
registering in this area can be gained from the fact that 
the same journal says the German authorities are 
interested in approximately a million people as potential 
candidates for future Germans. 

For Silesia an article by Bracht in the May, 1942, 
number of Wille und Macht throws some light on the 
secrets of the Germanization process. From this article 
it appears that in this area also the German authorities 
estimate the number of potential candidates for regis- 
tration in the second and third categories of the 
Deutsche Volksliste as about a million. Bracht did not 
dare to give the exact number of undoubted Germans 
In the area. Before the war they did not exceed seven 
per cent. of the population. Nor will we find in the 
German Press any more detailed examination of the 
relative state of nationalities in the particular dis- 
tricts of the territory now classed as Oberschlesien. 
However it includes the Oppeln regency, which prior to 
September 1st, 1939, was not part of the Polish State, 
but of the German Reich, although Poles are in the 
majority in the regency. It is noteworthy that even in 
this area, which has been included in Germany un- 
brokenly for centuries, the German authorities are pur- 
suing special Germanizing activities. 

Our recent information on the question direct from 
Poland is only fragmentary. They mention that the 
‘Polish language is forbidden in public, that in the 
autumn of last year 2,094 courses in German were 
organized in Silesia, and also give fragmentary statisti- 
cal details. According to these sources, towards the end 
of 1942 some 75-80 per cent. of the Polish popu- 
lation had been included on the Deutsche Volkslste re- 
gister. The Poles in Poland expressly speak of this re- 
gistration as compulsory. None the less, there were still 
villages and towns in which at the end of 1942 over 80 
per cent. of the population were still refusing to recog- 
nise the registration. At that time there were still over 
30,000 Poles in Gdynia who refused to register. 
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“In many localities,”’ one of the Polish reports says, 
“after the dismay caused by the terror the popula- 
tion’s mood changed to one of a clear, demonstrative 
national stand. The result is that the German authori- 
ties have again and again to cancel the registration they 
have made, while applying terroristic methods. These 
methods are applied to such, for instance, as refuse to 
change the Polish Christian names of their children to 
German ones, or refuse to learn the German language.” 

From all the foregoing it is obvious that the practical 
application of the Deutsche Volksliste in Silesia, 
Poznania and Pomerania leaves no doubt whatever as to 
the real purpose of this new instrument of German 
policy in Polish territories. It is to become a means 
of forcing the Germanization of millions of Poles living 
in the “incorporated” areas of Poland. 
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THE WORK OF GERMANIZATION IN 
THE GENERAL GOUVERNEMENT 


Different methods of Germanization were applied in 
the central part of Poland, called General Gouvernement. 


After the formation of a German civilian administration 
the General Gouvernement was defined by official German 
sources as the area in which Poles would be assured free 
conditions of development, provided they renounced all 
political, cultural and national aspirations. It seemed 
that in this part of Poland at least the Germans were 
ready to respect the fact that Poles constitute a separate 
nationality. The Warschaue Zeitung of August 15th, 
1940, wrote, indeed: “The name General Gouvernement 
has now become a permanent concept. German opinion 
knows that whenever reference is made to General 
Gouvernement the area in question will be that which 
the Governor General Frank has called ‘ the Poles home- 
land’ (Heimstatle der Polen.)” 


But doubts were thrown on the sincerity of these 
announced principles of German nationality policy when 
their everyday and even their scientific propagandists 
began to represent the General Gouvernement as an area 
with a heterogeneous national composition. To justify 
this thesis specially prepared nationality statistics were 
exploited which showed a high proportion of Jewish 
population, a large proportion of Ukrainians, and the 
existence of a German-made, artificial national group— 
the mountaineers (Gorals). 


According to official Polish sources (Concise Statis- 
tical Yearbook of Poland, London, 1941), the population 
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of the area known as the General Gouvernement con- 
sisted in 1939 of the following nationalities: 


Total population ... 11,748,000 
Poles... ... 12,788,000 
Ukrainians | + 3,169,000 
Jews | .? x 1,645,000 
Germans tt is 912,000 


In March, 1943, the Germans organized a populia- 
tion census in the General Gouvernement, the results of 
which will be a further gigantic falsification of the 
nationality statistics in this part of Poland. One can get 
some idea of the direction which this modification of the 
reality will take from the statistics prepared by the 
Germans after 1939. Das General-Gouvernement (Folge 
13/14, October-November, 1941) gave the total popula- 
tion as about 18 millions, distributed as follows: 


Poles ... ad es ... 11,400,000 
Ukrainians ... vf a 3,950,000 
Jews ... a op +f 2,000,000 
Gorals ie pe 80.000 
Russians fis = oa 20,000 
White Ruthenians . 10,000 
Caucasians ... mar | 4,000 


The religious distribution of the population was stated 
to be as follows: 


Roman Catholics ee 64.5 per cent. 
Greek Catholics . > Be 20:2 ge 5, 
Orthodox soe eee - eee 2.0 9 9 
Evangelicals eae ‘as -- O06 ,, » 
Old Catholics A Ne ae pa A. ye 
Sectarians + a sae ove 0.6 23 ” 
Jews (Believing Jews Glaubensjuden: 11.5 ,,_ ,, 


The same source stated that about 100,000 people 
had been given certificates that they were members of 
the German nation, and on the basis of these certificates 
steps were being taken to grant them Reich citizenship. 
As the journal made it clear that this referred to people 
who were only now to receive Reich citizenship, it fol- 
lows that this figure of 100,000 people refers to former 
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Polish citizens. According to Geopolitik (VIII, 1941) 
before the outbreak of the German-Soviet war the 
following numbers of Germans, who down to September 
Ist, 1939, were Polish citizens, had been repatriated 
from the present area of the General Gouvernement to 
the “incorporated” areas: 

From Chelm and Lublin provinces 30,275 

Eastern Galicia ... hen .., 55,440 





85,715 kg 


In pre-war days there were not more than 
92,000 Germans of Polish citizenship in the General 
Gouvernement area. After the transference of about 
86,000 to the Reich there should not be more. than 
6,000 left. So if, after all the various shifts of 
Germans from the area, the German figures still show 
100,000 at the end of 1941, it follows inevitably that 
they are counting various elements as German who were 
previously regarded as Polish. This is also indicated by 
the fact that German propaganda referring to these 
100,000 often uses the term Deutschstdmmig, and not 
Volksdeutsch. 

The fortnightly periodical Ostland, for November Ist, 
1942, made calculations of its own as to the population 
of the General Gouvernement, and divided up its eighteen 
millions as follows: 


Poles _ ... 11,000,000 
Ukrainians ’ 3,500,000-4,500,000 
Gorals_..... 70,000- 90,000 


The journal did not trouble to estimate the figure for 
White Ruthenians, simply referring to du Prel’s publica- 
tion, Das deutsche General-Gouvernement Polen (Cracow, 
1940), where the round figure of 3,000 White Ruthenians 
is given for the whole General Gouvernement, and 
10.000 for one town, Biala Podlaska. The Hamburger 
Fremdenblatt of April 15th, 1942, gave the figure of 
70,000 Germans in the General Gouvernement. The very 
disparity in all these figures reveals how fluid and in- 
exact: are the data on which the Germans base their 
nationality policy in the area. 
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The tendency to argue the alleged heterogeneity of the 
General Gouvernement in national.ty regards has recently 
been paralleled by an attempt to demonstrate the lack of 
cohesion and the historical heterogeneity of the Polish 
nation. This trend was revealed in the number of Ost- 
land already quoted, where, in an article Die Bevolkerung 
des General Gouvernements, the following passage 
occurs : — 

“In the district of Warsaw and in the northern part 
of the districts of Radom and Lublin . .. there are Mazo- 
vians. In the south, as far as the strip of the Beskides, 
are the Malopolanians. The group of Malopolanians con- 
tains the distinctive tribal types of Cracovians, Lachs, 
Lazowiaks, Sandomierzians and Lubliners. In addition 
to true Mazovians, the first group also includes the 
Podlasians, the Kurpians and Lowiczians. With all due 
scepticism in regard to the attempts to utilize this tribal 
distribution of the Poles as an instrument of government 
in the area, this division cannot be ignored, especially as 
an extensive Polish literature is devoted to the subject.” 

Ostland emphasizes that a Duchy of Mazovia existed 
in the 16th century, and in addition cites an alleged 
Polish opinion of 1650 on the domination of “the Ger- 
man dukes in Warsaw.” Despite all the absurdity from 
the scientific aspect of this sort of argument, it cannot 
be lightly dismissed. Theories just as fantastic as this 
distinguishing of tribal differences in the Polish nation 
have led National Socialism to extremely unexpected 
practical measures. The “tribal theory ”’ is one of the 
many attempts to disintegrate, diminish and destroy the 
Polish nation. It is as though someone abruptly decided 
to-day to break up the unity of Great Britain. Or, even 
more, as though someone proposed to shatter the national 
unity of the United States by dividing up its citizens 
according to their English, German, Polish, Danish or 
other origin. 
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THE SEARCH FOR POLES WITH 
“GERMAN BLOOD ” 


In the General Gouvernement the policy of isolating 
out the Polish element which for one reason or another 
could be argued to possess a drop of “‘ German blood ”’ in 
their veins was based on the same principles as those 
applied in the Germanization measures in the “ incorpor- 
ated” areas. On January 26th, 1940, Herr Frank, the 
Governor-General, issued a decree on the introduction 
of cards for all registering as of German origin, which 
contains the following sentences : — 

“In accordance with § 5 Section 1 of the decree of the 
Fiihrer and Chancellor concerning the administration of 
occupied Polish territory dated October 12th, 1939, I 
decree: 

“$1. A German national is a person who without 
being of German nationality, professes to be a member 
of the German nation, in case this profession is supported 
by descent, language, mental attitude. education and 
Other circumstances.” 

On February 2nd, 1940, instructions on the applica- 
tion of this decree were issued. which contained an 
example of the kind of details which had to be supplied 
to the authorities. In clause 11 the petitioner was re- 
quired to answer the following question: “I have been 
a member of the following Polish political associations 
and societies ...’’ Within the broad field of application 
of the first article of the decree of January 26th, 1940, 
the German administration is bringing pressure to bear 
on those elements in the population which it is deter- 
mined to transform into Germans. 

The first steps in realizing this programme were pri- 
marily the Germanization of the purely Polish com- 
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GERMAN SETTLEMENTS IN POLAND 
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munities of the Augsburg-Evangelical Church. After 
the arrest and martyrdom of the head of this church, 
Bishop Bursche, an ardent Polish patriot, all the Polish 
communities of the church were officially given a com- 
pletely German character. Unfortunately, details are 
lacking as to the tragedy of the Polish Protestants, espe- 
cially as, of course, the German Press cloaks the whole 
affair in silence, only reporting the alleged German 
nature of this religious movement. 


The first information to reach Great Britain from Ger- 
man sources as to the methodical Germanization of Poles, 
who, according to the German authorities, were of 
German origin, was in connection with the trans- 
settlement of some 4,000 Bugholldnder from a district 
on the river Bug to the Polish “ incorporated ”’ areas. 
In the opinion of Alfred Lattermann (Der Reichsgau 
Wartheland, in the Deutsche Monatshefte for February 
and March, 1942), these people are descended from 
families which have had no connection whatever with 
Germany and things Germans for some 300 years. Other 
German writers (the article—KHin weit in die Jahrhun- 
derte reichendes Werk—a work reaching far back into 
the centuries—-published in the Ostdeutscher Beobachter 
of January ist, 1942) admit that these people know no 
language except Polish. In the villages to which they 
were transferred they are being subjected to the Ger- 
manization process under the care of special] emissaries 
of the 8.8. 


However, this transfer of population dated from 
1840 and the beginning of 1941, when the German 
authorities were still obviously intending to concentrate 
all the German elements in Poland in the “ incor- 
porated ’”’ areas. More recently, this process of trans- 
ferring Germans or persons alleged to be of German 
origin to the present Reich territories has come to a 
halt. It has, therefore, to be deduced that the so-called 
national Flurbereinigung (cleaning of the ground) i.e., 
the allocation of separate and distinct areas of settle- 
ment to the respective nationalities has recently been 
superseded by attempts to strengthen the position of 
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Germans and German factors wherever possible in 
Poland. The German authorities are aiming definitely 
at creating large aggregations of Germans even in the 
area of the General Gouvernement. The remaining 
Germans who are Polish citizens have been left where 
they were, €.g., in Radom province and near Tomaszow 
Mazowiecki. In addition the first steps have been taken 
towards separating out certain groups which hitherto 
have been purely Polish, and which are now being 
“proved ”’ to be of German origin and are being forced 
to accept the view that they are of German character. 


So the Germans are now treating the General 
Gouvernement exactly as they treat the Polish western 
provinces “ incorporated’”’ in the Reich. The frontier 
which was drawn right through the heart of the Polish 
state is gradually being abolished. On December 5th, 
1942, for instance, the customs frontier between the 
General Gouvernement and the “ incorporated” areas 
was abolished. The Poles are now expecting a further 
intensification of the work of Germanization in the 
General Gouvernement. A process which down to 1942 
affected only thousands of people will be extended to 
cover hundreds of thousands during the next few 
months. ’ 


THE LEGALISATION OF PRACTICES OF THE GESTAPO. 


The first centre of methodical Germanization action 
in the General Gouvernement was organized by 
Globocnik, the notorious head of the Gestapo in Lublin 
province. Globocnik started his career in the Vienna 
Gestapo. In Lublin province he singled out a number of 
villages in the neighbourhood of Zamosc, in an area 
where the trans-settlement activities of 1940 had left 
not one person of admitted German origin. The map of 
nationalities in Poland published in one of the numbers 
of the periodical Das General Gouvernement (No. 13/ 
14, 1941) also showed this area as entirely free of 
German settlements. 

The Germanization activities in the Zamosc area 
affected the villages of Bialobrzegi, Sitaniec, Antoniowka, 
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Rogozno, Sabaudia, Huszczka and Horyszow. In 
Bilgoraj county the villages of Broda and Dorboza 
were the first to be affected. Several other villages 
mentioned by name cannot be identified at all, as 
the German Press, from which we have obtained this 
information, gives German names, which formerly were 
not to be found anywhere in these localities. In the 
early months of 1942 the German authorities stated 
ihat in these areas there were 1,730 families of German 
origin, and therefore they were “interested” in the 
fate of 7,800 people, all of whom talked only Polish. 
Beginning with the middle of 1942 the German authori- 
ties extended their activities in Lublin province to 
several dozen centres and thousands of people in the 
counties of Hrubieszow, Krasnostaw, Pulawy and 
Lublin, and at the end of 1942 to the county of Sokolow. 
The entire Germanization action was in the hands of 
the Volkspolitisches Referat attached to the district 
chief in Lublin. 

The first step taken was to isolate the villages named 
from all elements which the German authorities 
regarded as Polish. To this end those Poles whom the 
Germans did not wish to have living as neighbours to 
the Germanized peoples were thrown out of their homes 
by force. In their place people from other areas, who 
also were to be Germanized, were settled. In November, 
1941, over a hundred families from Radom province 
were settled in Zamosc county, in the villages of 
Huszezka, Podhuszcezka, Wysokie, Bortatycze and 
Bialobrzegi. Elementary schools for children were 
started in convenient centres, only German and arith- 
metic being taught. Children up to the age of six are 
collected in kindergartens directed by German women 
teachers. The German propagandists cynically remark 
that children up to the age of six are to be taken from 
the mothers wherever possible in order to “ save them 
work.”’ (An article, Riickdeutschungspoiitik im 
Samoscher Gebiet, published in the fortnightly Ostland, 
No. 12, for June 15th, 1942.) 

In all the villages courses of German are organized 
for adults. Special Nazi detachments (Einsatzgruppen), 
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composed of leaders of the Hitlerjugend and com- 
mandants of the Bund deutscher Miidel, have the task 
of making visits to all homes every day in order to 
watch over the behaviour of the Germanized people. In 
1941 130 children and three mothers were sent each 
month to Germany ostensibly “ for rest,’”’ as the German 
Press put it. Information from Poland shows that 
many of these children did not return to their 
families at all, the explanation being that they re- 
mained in Germany to be educated. Since April, 1941, 
a monthly journal, the Kolonistenbriefe, has heen 
published in Lublin, under the supervision of the 8.8. 
and police in Lublin. Since March, 1942, this monthly 
has been published at Cracow. under the auspices of the 
Governor-General’s department. No. 11. for July, 1942, 
declared the Polish village of Markow, near Cracow, to be 
inhabited by people of “German blood.” This example 
shows the tasks served by the periodical. 

The transference of the Kolonistenbriefe from Lublin to 
Cracow occurred parallel with the extension of the Lublin 
experiment to the whole of the General Gouvernement. 
Governor-General Frank took over the conceptions of the 
Lublin Gestapo-chief Globocnik for the purpose of his 
own nationalities policy. And those conceptions are 
similar in form and content to the scheme of the 
Deutsche Volksliste in the “ incorporated ”’ areas. 


WORKING OF THE SYSTEM. 


The Merkblatt des Distriktbeauftragten der Volks- 
deutschen Mittelselle fiir den Distrikt Galizien, quoted 
in No. 12 of Ostland for 1942, gave the following details 
as to the method of procedure in the work of Germani- 
zation. 

“In the district of Galicia there are still, after the 
return of the German national group to the Reich, in the 
resettlement during the winter of 1939-40, many persons 
of German blood who have severed partially or completely 
the union with their native people, either by mixing with 
members of foreign nationality or by adapting them- 
selves to the foreign surroundings. Many of these people 
now remember, after Galicia has again become German 
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Reich territory, the German nationality of their parents 
and grandparents and appear before officials to have 
themselves registered as people of German nationality.” 
The memorandum continues: “ If they have maintained 
German nationality in their sentiments and thoughts, as 
well as in their external and internal attitude, they will 
be regarded as people of German nationality and in- 
cluded among them. This will be manifest by their re- 
ceiving a provisional certificate of German nationality 
(green). The certificate is provisional, therefore the 
holder must prove his German nationality in his. daily ° 
life, character and acquaintances. Only after he has 
Shown himself a true and responsible member of the 
German community, will he receive the official registra- 
tion card for a German national. If people applying for 
registration can, beyond doubt, prove their German 
descent with documentary evidence, but have themselves 
largely slipped into foreign nationality by personally or 
mentally contacting foreign nationalities, they do not 
meet the necessary conditions, which to-day enable them 
to appear as German nationals. Such individuals will re- 
ceive a provisional certificate of their German descent 
( white).” 

Down to the beginning of 1942, according to German 
data, some 23,000 people had been registered on the lists 
of people of German origin in the district of Galicia, 
which includes all Eastern Malopolska. Taking the 
General Gouvernement as a whole, as we have already 
said, there were some 70,000 such persons in the middle of 
1942, according to certain German sources, and 100,000 
according to others. 

The Hamburger Fremdenblatt of April 15th, 1942, 
stated that the following elementary schools had been 
opened for these persons: — 


Schools. Pupils. 
Radom ys ae 102 8% 5451 
Warsaw .......655: 47 es aE 
CraCOW  .icrysacnesacas 44 ...44, 2,402 
EWOW | vieeeyeneese . Rm Ud 448 
EAH. wcases ccc: 25 ee ee 972 


There were also the following secondary schools: — 


Schools. Pupils. 


FORE | vasa, «8 ean we BO Sern sess 485 
WVSTSAW: xc scisu ess coscus cpeeee We sesce) On 
PEAY ee ane  @ amor as ee... 485 
DSN ce oie ee a ee Coa 6 ae a ee 45 
PUD ccxaehasieecasecswaane | a ee Bo 


The German Press has revealed that similar action 
towards planned concentration of people of German origin 
which has been going on in the Zamosc area since March, 
1942, has also been proceeding along the lower Wisloka, 
in the district of Mielec. This applies especially to the 
villages of Czermin, renamed Langenau, and Wola Plaw- 
ska, renamed Weizenbring. The only difference is that in 
the Zamosc and Bilgoraj areas only people who formerly 
declared themselves to be Polish have been affected, 
whereas in the Mielec area not only Poles but also 
certain remnants of former German colonists, who still 
regard themselves as Germans, are being concentrated. 

Here the process of Germanization is taking the same 
lines. The families to be Germanized have been com- 
pelled to go to Czermin and Wola Plawska, and have 
been given farms formerly belonging to Poles who have 
been turned out. When all those who were to be 
Germanized in the single compact settlement had arrived, 
a large staff of German officials descended on the area, 
just as in the Zamosc district, and children were taken 
and sent to Germany, the adolescents and adults were 
forced to learn German, and so on. Jn this area people 
concentrated in four villages on the western bank of the 
Wisloka, not far from its confluence with the Vistula, 
were affected. There is reason to fear that before long 
the area subjected to Germanization in the Mielec area 
will be greatly extended, just as is happening in the 
Lublin province. 
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POLAND IS TO BECOME A 
GERMAN LAND 


Information as to Germanizing activities among the 
population of the cities is rather more scanty. But in 
urban areas also the basic method is applied of isolating 
the Germanized Poles from the Polish milieu. Among 
the methods used to achieve this is the compelling 
of Germanized Poles to live in the German quarters that 
have been created in all the towns of the General 
Gouvernement. The Hamburger Fremdenblatt of Janu- 
ary 19th, 1942, for instance, described conditions in 
Warsaw. It stated that the German authorities had 
succeeded in withdrawing some eight thousand people 
of German origin from the Polish milieu. They had 
decided to restore them to Germanism by concentrating 
them in a separate German district. We quote the rela- 
tive sentences from the Hamburger Fremdenblatt, which 
leaves no doubt whatever that these people have been 
subjected compulsorily to this Germanization process: 

“The children of these families quite recently were 
still attending Polish schools, together with Polish 
children from the same houses. These children had until 
now been playing with Polish children in the yard and 
in the street. If they had not been torn away from their 
Polish milieu and had not been ordered to live among 
German comrades, undoubtedly they would have gone 
on using the Polish language as before, and, as before, 
would have grown up in Polish customs and habits. The 
Same applies to the adults. Among them are many 
who have spent all their lives in a Polish milieu, who 
frequently speak much better Polish than German, and 
who have even completely forgotten their native German 
language. All these people must now be brought in, 
watched over, and educated (erfasst, betreut und ge- 
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schult) by the party, which has special tasks to fulfil 
in this regard. That will be possible only when they 
are concentrated in a separate German quarter.” 

In the towns this Germanizing activity is accompanied 
by attempts to give the streets a purely German aspect 
and character. The Polish street names are changed to 
German and German inscriptions are introduced every- 
where. Cracow, the former capital of the Kings of 
Poland, is the headquarters of the authorities of the 
General Gouvernement, and has been superficially 
Germanized. Since the end of 1941 a regulation has been 
in force forbidding anyone other than Germans to settle 
in the city. 

The Grenzbote of December 13th, 1942, gave informa- 
tion concerning the creation of German quarters in 
Lwow, while the Krakauer Zeitung of December 18th, 
1942, announced the forthcoming creation of a separate 
German quarter in Czestochowa. All the Germanization 
activities in the towns are accompanied by the publica- 
tion of propaganda articles seeking to prove the German 
nature of the domestic architecture, the influence of 
German culture over the centuries, the historical asso- 
ciations of the given urban districts with Germany, and 
so on. For that matter, this type of article is nothing 
new, and is not found only in connection with Poland. 
We may recall, for example, that in the well-known 
German publication, Kleines Handworterbuch des Grenz- 
und Ausland Deutschtums, issued by the German savant 
Dr. Hugo Grothe in 1932, German influences in Great 
Britain were represented as very considerable. Grothe 
wrote of German traditions in British trade, the influence 
of German art, the German origin of many English 
families. In a word, he adduced exactly the same argu- 
ments which Goebbels’ propaganda is using in regard 
to Poland, in order to prove Germany’s political rights 
to the Polish areas. 


The German-Soviet war also put under German 
administration certain of Poland’s eastern areas which 
are not included in the General Gouvernement, which 
covers only central Poland and the three south-eastern 
provinces. In these other areas also German nationalities 
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policy is aimed at recovering people of alleged German 
origin. The Ostland for December ist, 1942, (No. 23) ° 
extensively discussed the Bialystok region. During the 
period of transfer of Germans from the East the 
Himmler Commission shifted 8,300 Germans from this 
region. 

According to German sources this was barely half of 
one per cent. of the total number of inhabitants. 
Ostland remarks that in these districts “Germans never 
dwelt in any considerable numbers.” None the less, 
it goes on to indicate that among many Polish families 
it will be possible to discover traces of German origin. 
Se far as these families are concerned it will be neces- 
sary “to organize endeavours to renationalize them as 
Germans.” There is no extensive information as to 
German nationality policy in other eastern areas of 
Poland. One can say in general that in those areas. 
which are partly inhabited by an Ukrainian population, 
the German authorities are forcing many Poles to 
declare themselves Ukrainians. But this is a separate 
problem, which we cannot touch here. Nor can we 
deal with the German occupying authorities’ nationality 
policy as applied to the Jews. These are distinct and 
separate problems, though they do not modify in the 
least the fundamental line of German policy in Poland, 
aimed definitely at primarily giving the entire country 
a German character. 

The Germanization of the Poles in the General Gou- 
vernement is proceeding in exactly the same kind of 
atmosphere as is found in the “incorporated” areas. 
The legal, moral and physical position of the Poles is 
steadily growing .more difficult, in full accordance with 
the declaration of Frank, the Governor General, at the 
annual meeting of the Academy of German Law in 
Munich in 1940. Frank declared that the legal, and 
therefore the moral, situation of the Poles in the General 
Gouvernement is to be exactly like that of the negroes 
in the future German colonies. One need only compare 
this statement with all modern German opinion on the 
negroes and with German practice in their colonies prior 
to 1914 in order to see all that it means for the Poles. 
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Obviously the Germans in the General Gouvernement 
are in a privileged situation. They receive much larger 
rations of food. They have better dwelling conditions. 
They have full freedom of movement, and full legal 
rights, freedom to earn, and the possibility of enjoying 
all forms of cultural activity. The recognition of a Pole 
as a person of German origin, and his expression of 
readiness to regard himself as a German, is the first 
stage towards obtaining German citizenship. The regu- 
lation issued in January, 19438, throws characteristic 
light on the legal situation of such persons. ‘The 
Krakauer Zeitung of January 5th, 1943, carried the 
following note on this regulation: 

““An order by the Governor General decrees that 
people of German stock are subject to German juris- 
diction in matters concerning civil, personal and family 
law. In this respect they are on an equal footing with 
German nationals. The code valid in the Old Reich has 
also been extended to the Germans in the General Gou- 
vernement. Judgments previously passed by non- 
German authorities lose their validity.” 

However, all the news coming from Poland testifies 
to the fact that the Poles are not choosing to accept 
this privileged position. They submit to Germanization 
only in the exceptionally difficult circumstances of the 
terror imposed by the German authorities, Every day 
news arrives of Poles bearing German names who have 
been carried off to a concentration camp for refusing 
to declare themselves as Germans, 


THE IMMEDIATE GAINS OF THE 
GERMANIZATION 


News began to reach London in December, 1942, of 
the active opposition which the Polish population was 
making to the Germanization efforts in Lublin province. 
Farms from which the owners as admittedly Polish were 
deported by the Germans were burnt down. Poles 
declared by the German authorities to be of German 
origin resisted attempts to educate them as Volks- 
deutsche. The railway line which was the route by 
which the recalcitrant Poles were to be carried off to an 
unknown fate was blown up. It then transpired that 
the Germans had decided to settle groups of Germans 
repatriated from Bessarabia in these areas and among 
the people to be Germanized. It is impossible to say 
whether the arrival of Germans from Bosnia, some 
20,000 in all, in December, 1942, is an indication of 
intentions to extend still further the settlement of true 
Germans in these areas from the Reich and other 
parts of Europe. But a note in the Wilnuer Zeitung of 
July 15th, 1942, announced that the Germans would 
settle German craftsmen in all the towns of the General 
Gouvernement. These newly settled Germans were to 
act as supervisory elements for their craft as a whole. 
This news at least indicates that the Germans want to 
increase the number of true German groups in addition 
to Germanizing the Poles. For only by creating a strong 
nationally German milieu can some success be assured 
for the Germanization of people of alleged German 
origin. What in any case is noteworthy is that this de- 
finite intensification of Germanization activities in the 
General Gouvernement followed on Himmler’s visit to 
these areas in July, 1942. 


c, 
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We recall that the Germans originally had the inten- 
tion of removing all Germans from the General 
Gouvernement, in order to leave this area as a place of 
Polish settlement. Among the many reasons for the 
change in this intention one may be emphasized in par- 
ticular. The Germans originally believed that they would 
be able to win over the Poles to co-operate in the “ new 
order.” These expectations proved completely false. 
During the great German offensive in the East the atti- 
tude of the Polish population directly in the rear of the 
German army was regarded as so dangerous that among 
the many methods of seeking to break down its resist- 
ance resort was also made to that of compulsory Germani- 
zation, especially as Germanization yields a number 
of direct and immediate gains. Above all, the people 
subjected to it are at once brought within the system of 
party supervision. No police force, and not even the 
most efficient S.S. security service (the Sicherheiis- 
dienst) is able to exert such control over the life of the 
individual as is effected by the “ voluntary ”’ organiza- 
tion of the Nazi Party. In 1940, in the Reich itself 
there were 481,875 Blockleiter, each of which, with the 
aid of a group of collaborators, had charge of between 
forty and sixty families. It is not surprising that the 
German Press often jests that the Blockleiter and the 
Blockhelfer know even the tastes of the persons under 
their care, not to mention their political views and acti- 
vities. And we must not forget that not only party 
instructors, but thousands of members of the party 
youth organizations have been sent to Poland. These 
youngsters fulfil their obligations precisely and fanati- 
cally. One of the many activities of this kind is the 
Studenten-Ost-EHinsatz. Every year several thousand 
students from various German universities arrive in 
Poland to “supervise”? Germanized groups. According 
to the Vélkischer Beobachter of July 138th, 1942, 30,000 
youngsters, members of the Hitlerjugend and the Bund 
Deutscher Mddel, were sent to Poland for the same 


purpose. . 
Another method of ensuring discipline and obedience 
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among those condemned to Germanization is to deprive 
parents of their children. The-children are taken away 
to be re-educated. The parents live in the continual fear 
that they will never see their children again unless they 
are obedient to the German authorities. In the Ham- 
burger Fremdenblatt of September 22nd, 1942, the 
Gauschulungsleiter (District school leader) Lébsack de- 
scribed his visit to a camp of Polish girls, who had been 
taken from their families, registered on the deutsche 
Volksliste. Lébsack proudly remarks that these child-. 
ren already have little knowledge of the Polish days 
and the longer they stay in the National-Socialist milieu 
the more they are removed from the cramping influ- 
ences of parents and relations. The Krakauer Zeitung 
of July 25th, 1942, mentioned a training camp for 
Germanized children at Czarnecka Gora, near Kielce. On 
September 27th, 1942, the same newspaper mentioned 
two other camps for Germanized children, at Podhorce 
and Podkamien in the Tarnopol voievodship. On January 
oth last it mentioned a further camp at Wisnowiec, near 
Kielce, where Germanized children were being educated. 


It is not only the Polish nation which is being subjected 
to this process. Similar experiments are being made by 
the German authorities in northern Yugoslavia. In a 
speech on April 12th, 1942, in tthe market-place at 
Maribor, Gauleiter Ueberreither said: 


“It is our duty to bring back into the Reich the one 
and a half millions inhabitants of Lower Styria who are 
of German stock, even if a part of them speak a foreign 
language. Should somebody dare to oppose this law, he 
would forfeit his life. Everybody must nowadays he 
convinced that it is a crime worthy of death to raise a 
hand against Germany.” 

The close connection between the problem of security 
and the question of Germanization is indicated by 
Himmler himself, who is the head of the Third Reich 
Security service, and is also the man responsible for the 
success of the Hindeutschung activities. It is also indi- 
cated by the regional organization of the police. The 
Reichsgesetzblatt Nr. 51, for April 15th, 1942, pub- 
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lished a Hitler decree establishing the post of Secretary 
for State for security questions in the General Gouverne- 
ment. This decree also imposed on the new Secretary of 
State the definite task of strengthening Germanism in 
the area under his jurisdiction. The man appointed to 
the position was S.8. Obergruppenfiihrer Kriiger. 

Registration on the Deutsche Volksliste in the “ incor- 
porated”’ areas or the receipt of a Kennkarte fiir 
deutsche Volkszugehorige in the General Gouvernement 
is immediately followed by the calling-up of the men of 
military age for army service. That is why there are 
Poles among the prisoners of war taken by the British 
in Africa and by the Russians in the Soviet areas. They 
are distributed in small groups, never more than a dozen 
or so, into units composed of genuine Germans. The 
Krakauer Zeitung of October 27th, 1942, remarked in 
passing that one of the training camps for Germanized 
Poles called up for army service from the General 
Gouvernement is at Wasserburg on the Bodensee. 
According to information from Polish sources, down to 
October ist, 1942, close on 120,000 Poles had been called 
up for the German army from Silesia alone. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


As we have already indicated, the Germans are 
attempting to provide a_ scientific and _ theoretical 
justification for their Germanizing activities in Poland. 
They talk of tracing out the German blood in Polish 
veins and of thus restoring to the German nation 
elements previously lost to it. In Poland Dr. Kurt Liick 
has been the chief advocate of this idea. Until Sep- 
tember, 1939, he was one of the leaders of the German 
minority in Poland. He had been a ward of the 
Historische Gesellschaft in Poznan, which for a long 
period had Hermann Rauschnigg as its director. Even 
before the war Liick, with a staff of collaborators, sup- 
ported by subsidies from the Reich, carried out investi- 
gations into the German origin of individual families or 
entire settlements in every part of Poland. All the 
results of these studies were published in Deutsche 
Monatshefte (Poznan and Leipzig), the Deutsche 
Wissenschaftliche Zeitschrift fiir Polen (Poznan), and 
Der Deutsche im Osten (Danzig). At the beginning of 
1940, before the German administration was interested 
to any extent in the problem of the Hindeutschung of 
Poles, Kurt Liick in No. 3 of the monthly Das General 
Gouvernement, mentioned a number of villages in 
Lublin province, where, according to him, the Polish 
inhabitants had an admixture of German blood. The 
Germanizing activities of the Lublin Gestapo afterwards 
strictly followed the list of villages which Liick had 
mentioned. 


Thus, in Dr. Liick’s “ scientific’ activities and in the 
inspiration which they gave to the ruthless and brutal 
methods of the Himmler security service we have a 
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L{ypical example of criminal distortion of science. These 
are not the aims which science should serve. Kurt 
I.tick has avoided bearing responsibility for his activi- 
ties: as a high officer in the S.S. he fell on the eastern 
front in 1942. 


Another theorist of the German Volkstumslehre, Dr. 
Kleo Pleyer, a student under M. H. Boehm, also fell on 
the eastern front in 1942. Pleyer, in his work Kriéifle 
des Grenzkampfes in Ostmitteleuropa (Hamburg, 1937), 
formulated the “law” of the frontier struggle in the 
following terms: 


“The frontier struggle has its own strategy and 
tactics. Its methods do not conform with the views of 
Christian and civil morals. Necessity knows no laws. 
Open chivalrous combat down to the lowest methods are 
revealed in all their modifications in the frontier 
struggle.” 


We can see these methods of the frontier struggle as 
the Germans understand them still in action, not only 
in Poland but in Yugoslavia. The same thing is happen- 
ing in Luxembourg, in Alsace and Lorraine, although 
undoubtedly on a smaller scale. With these methods 
the Germans have surpassed all that might have seemed 
possible in the twentieth century. The fortnightly, 
Ostland, already quoted, in its issue for June 15th, 1942, 
had an article analyzing the Germanization policy in the 
General Gouvernement, and reaching the following 
conclusions: 


“The results of this experiment can be judged only 
after several decades. Until then this policy remains... 
an experiment with uncertain results.” 

On November 1st, 1942, it was even clearer on the 
subject: 

“ As mentioned before, we must not expect to bring 
about by these means any appreciable disintegration of 
the mass of Polish nationality in this country.” 

The conclusions which we have to draw from our study 
of the Germanizing process can be summarized as 
follows: 
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1. The problem of denationalization is not only one 
of current German policy and of one or another method 
of administering occupied countries. Its source has to 
be sought in the chauvinistic distortions of German 
science, which provided current policy with its argu- 
ments, and in many cases must be regarded as the 
inspiration of the most inhuman of activities. The 
Volkstumslehre—the science of German nationality— 
which has been fashionable at German universities fer 
several decades past, has played at least as much part 
as the arguments of German geopoliticians in inciting 
German aggression. The pseudo-scientists of the Volk- 
Stumslehre have conduced to the sufferings of the 
oppressed nations at least as much as the authors of the 
Gestapo planned terror. 


2. The policy pursued by the German occupying 
authorities has led to an essential violation of the 
national structure of a number of the occupied States. 
In flat contradiction to the solemnly proclaimed tenets 
of National Socialism the Germans have worked to 
weaken the national cohesion and numerical strength of 
the occupied countries. In this respect they have so 
changed the situation that much time and effort will 
he needed in order to restore the position. The world 
cannot recognize faits accomplis brought about by such 
methods, The Germans must repair and make compen- 
sation not only for the material damage caused by their 
territorial annexations, but also for the wrongs inflicted 
on the subjected nations by their ruthless Germanization 
of other peoples. 


3. Judging from the statements made by German pub- 
licists it appears that the more soher Germans do not 
expect over much from the Germanization activities put 
into operation during this war. In their estimates of 
the Polish nation they are particularly pessimistic from 
the German viewpoint. Yet it must be remembered that 
the effectiveness of compulsory denationalization is de- 
pendent on the ruthlessness of the measures and the 
period over which they are practised. In the brutality 
of its denationalization measures the Third Reich has 
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surpassed all that the Germans ever resorted to in the 
past. Therefore time has become the deciding factor. 
The longer the Allied victory is in coming, the greater 
will be the detriment done by the German denationali- 
zation policy to the Poles, the Yugoslavs, the Luxem- 
bourgians, the French in Alsace and Lorraine, the Czechs 
in the Sudetenland, and the Dutch and Norwegians in 
camps for training youth in the conceptions of the 
German community. 








APPENDIX 
GERMANS IN POLAND 


ACCORDING TO THE CENSUS OF 9 DECEMBER,1931 
AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE ZONES OF 1938. 24 


Total . 4 
Province Population a 

CHEV GE Wart ~~. -5-<---2002003 1,179,500 1,900 0-2 
I o.oo oe een pene _ 2,460,900 39,000 1-6 
RSPESGAD ccc ceacervwxeseccvewene<nsin ) 491.300 2,300 0-5 
Pebeh  csksdsa cssce vince cueseges 1.969.600 36,700 1-9 
TAI Saw oroxawancsincaseyesnoeapeewescs 2,650,100 129,500 4-9 
REESE one crecnte kncoinsc.cneossean - 1,081,000 78,700 7: 
a) EAM | Seer me 1,569,100 50,800 23°33 
Fee coco sohacasevewacadewsesoueees 2.671.000 6,700 0-3 
RRAIN) -. caccicee eases eae ekwawnses 723,100 600 0-1 
PERIL . vc ncccco sence vevencer Keadnnezeee 1.947 900 6.100 0-3 
OREN OOEE tesa dena ee Ce neanwsaeaners 2,116,200 13,400 (0-6 
MORENAEN co iewceesewnqeneteawasws 399,700 300 0-1 
Pi aa a seaehacsicacindc<oeeaeneness 1.716.500 13,100 0-8 
ROPIORARII cc dice ceric nonenmmnnwoeneie 1.263 300 0.400 ()--4 
WS re PS sa SCRE eS 317,100 2,600 0-8 
PE a cs grast anes tewwuayniwewenn cues 946,200 3,000 0-3 
PGURINAUBTEA. 6c cas saccameccanesscsucwses 2.339,600 173,500 7-4 
UTE voce cacneomwuvecnesounpescsele 771,500 29.700 3°38 
Te | a ED ane ee ee 1.568.100 143.800 9-2 
Pomorze a a 1. 884,400 190,800 10-1 
PEs) rene rere hey osebacaas 669,400 42,000 6-5 
PRA: coo carenevedaadvan ue 1,215,000 148,800 12-: 
CRA, cccwnsorennesesstsceenenes j 2,297 800 8.900 0-4 
eI ec vue hwaemnncoee oe 579.600 2.400 0-9 
RNS T EA 2 cose Be oa sk cwwicaeeuwwns 1.718,200 3.500 0-2 
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Province Population 

CG aE IR ity <u ndylicine ae neces ee 1.295.000 
NOVO seston cnascun ce ween 418,400 
PRUE eevee csseasus tweens es $76,600 

DIMER els eau oo Resear eRe owe eae 1,276,000 
RPE SE bic ok ty oleic se es cena 261,300 
PTET IER coscaucus ae tei weieee ware Gru = 1 014.700 

NOWOSTOR s2oscscccstsases. sce Boece 1.057,200 
Urban eubeiee nied ihsihd mada ote 102,700 
PORENE a cin nv op. nkctennencuoteees 954,500 

, 

OO Susans weunesioves Pee teee 1,132,200 
MPR) cai evsisiceey Veedeeceeee 148,800 
RORUC os crew a Aieeweee sc ceeeeeseees 983,400 

"VOGUE ncn Oiaxanexecesnere le 2,085,600 
MAEEE ben: cce Renew i eeeweendts 252,600 
PAT AL oc cccpeas ices ew cewnewees 1,833,100 

Cee eee err Bee 3.126.300 
Qf) a a Pe Pree s 775,700 
| RS es OM Mes 2,350 600 

SOUSA WOW eons ec oct exeneconees 1,480,300 
MTOR Voiapaivsice causes sewews 295,200 
PAD) ces soso cewewsvetseesee 1,185,100 

SEWGHOPOL caxcosateieeneccerseeters 1,600,400 
PREY Soecus:navvaveenercer see 271.800 
Mtr) ceca cecwewserereseeeeecsntas 1,328,600 

—_ ee! re 

| ges) 04 ere eee eee ee 31,915,800 
CREB cece secnncnesseences SO 8,738,600 
RUPE ss cotans conden ats ade | 23,177,200 


Total 
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Germans Per cent. 





90,600 7-0 
33.800 12-9 
36,800 }-2 
1.300 -1 
O00 {)-2 
700 0-1 
100 (}-€) 
200 ()-? 
200 ir0 
1.000 ()-1 
1OO 0-1 
900 0-1 
16,900 2-3 
2,700 1-1 
44.200 $2 =f. 
12.100 0-4 
23,4000) ()-4. 
8,700 ()-4 
16.700 1-1 
5,600 1-9 
11,100 ()-4) 
2.700 Ov 
300 0-] 
2,400 }-2 
741,000 »-; 
230,200 2-65 
§10,800 3.0 








ERRATUM. 
XRATUM. 


sage 36 seventh line the total 
number of Gérmans in the General 
en spt | 
Gouvernement area In 1939 should 
read 92,000 and net as printed. 














